Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 MANAGU 03552 272146Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO USIE-00 INRE-00 NSCE-00 
CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 
NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 TRSE-00 /055 W 

102254 272148Z/75 

OR272111ZJUL77 
FM AMEMBASSY MANAGUA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3901 
INFO AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA 
AMEMBASSY PANAMA 
AMEMBASSY SAN IOSE 
AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR 
AMEMBASSY TEGUCIGALPA 
USCINCSO, QUARRY HTS, CZ 
SECDEF WASHDC 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MANAGUA 3552 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV, NU 

SUBJECT: FOREIGN MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENT ON PRESIDENT'S HEALTH 

REF: MANAGUA 3542 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1 . FOREIGN MINISTER ALEJANDRO MONTIEL CALLED IN CHIEFS OF DIPLOMATIC 
MISSIONS AT NOON ON JULY 27 TO REPORT ON STATE OF HEALTH OF PRESIDENT 
SOMOZA. MOST DETAILS ANNOUNCED BY MONTIEL HAVE ALREADY BEEN REPORTED. 

2. MONTIEL SAID DOCTORS DIAGNOSED PRESIDENT S AILMENT AS "MILD CORO- 
NARY INSUFFICIENCY." HE SAID THE PRESIDENT IS RESTING COMFORTABLY 
AND NO COMPLICATIONS ARE FORESEEN. HE STATED THAT THE PRESIDENT IS 
STILL IN CHARGE OF THE GOVERNMENT AND THAT THE GOVERNMENT IS COPER- 
ATING NORMALLY WITH ONE EXCEPTION. THE PRESIDENT, HE SAID, IS NOT 
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PARTICIPATING, AND WILL NOT PARTICIPATE, IN THOSE ACTS REQUIRING A 
PERSONAL APPEARANCE. HE SAID THE REST PERIOD PRESENTLY PRESCRIBED 
BY THE DOCTORS IS ABOUT THREE WEEKS. MONTIEL SAID THAT PRESIDENT 
SOMOZA HAD PLANNED TO GO TO GUATEMALA ON AUGUST 6 TO DECORATE PRESI- 
DENT LAUGEROUD BUT THAT THE TRIP HAS BEEN CANCELLED. THE MINISTER 
THANKS THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS FOR THEIR EXPRESSIONS OF CONCERN AND 
THEN PROPOSED A TOAST TO THE HEALTH OF THE PRESIDENT. END 
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BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

3. MINISTER MONTIEL, IN A PRIVATE CONVERSATION WITH CHARGE, SAID HE 
THINKS THAT IN A FEW DAYS PRESIDENT SOMOZA WILL BE FLYING TO MIAMI 
FOR FURTHER TREATMENT AND REST. SOMOZA WILL PROBABLY GO TO THE MIAMI 
HEART INSTITUTE ACCOMPANIED BY DR. WILLIAM PHILLIPS WHO IS NOW IN 
MANAGUA TREATING SOMOZA. END LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. 
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